A Short list of some of the correct rules for building Noun Phrases (with a little explanation! () 

When a word, by its nature, builds an NP all by itself:
NP (N             (this is a correct rule, but only for PROPER nouns)
NP ( pro

(this is the one rule involving a pronoun)

NP ( Q
(a parallel rule for when a quantifier acts like pronoun)
How common nouns are different:
____
 

N (  N     

(this is the necessary extra step for a COMMON



noun, allowing extra structures in an NP)


       ____ 

NP (  N
(which means a common noun must also use this rule to complete an NP entirely by itself)
 How that affects determiners and determiner-like uses of quantifiers:
  
     
____ 

NP ( det  N       (so this is the newly corrected rule when a 

determiner is used, introducing an NP of potential complexity – i.e., overtly marking it as finished) 


      
____ 

NP ( Q    N
(and shockingly, this parallel rule is for when a
quantifier acts like a determiner)
How adjective phrases (APs) and prepositional phrases (PPs) fit in as additional intermediate phrase-building levels:

____
                  ____
 

N (  AP N
(This rule can be used over and over again recursively to add more APs)
AP ( A

(A rule to show an A is complete alone)

____
   ____
 

N (  N  PP
(This rule can be used over and over again recursively to add more PPs)

PP ( P NP
(The only way a preposition builds a phrase)
